Laura Rhys

Job Title - Head Sommelier

Establishment - Hotel TerraVina, Woodlands, Southampton, Hampshire, SO40 7GL 

Age – 27
Nationality – British
Wine Qualifications and Achievements

· 2009: Winner, UK Sommelier of the Year Competition, sponsored by Champagnes Charles Heidsieck and Piper Heidsieck 

· 2008: Advanced Certificate, Court of Master Sommeliers 

· 2008: Silver Medalist, Chaine des Rotisseurs, International Young Sommelier of the Year Competition (in Vienna)

· 2008: Winner, Chaine des Rotisseurs, UK Young Sommelier of the Year Competition 

· 2008: National Semi Finalist, UK Sommelier of the Year Competition,  sponsored by Champagnes Charles Heidsieck and Piper Heidsieck 
· 2007: Regional Winner, National Semi Finalist, Ruinart Sommelier of the Year Competition

· 2006: Regional Finalist, Ruinart Sommelier of the Year Competition
· 2004: Wines and Spirits Education Trust, Advanced Certificate 

· 2001: Wines and Spirits Education Trust, Intermediate Certificate
Academic Qualifications

· 2004: BA (Hons) International Hospitality Management, UWIC, Cardiff
Professional Experience

· July 2007 – Present



Hotel TerraVina - Woodlands, Hampshire
Head Sommelier

· June 2006 – May 2007



Hotel Du Vin and Bistro - Winchester, Hampshire

Assistant Head Sommelier 

· October 2004 – May 2006 


Hotel du Vin and Bistro – Winchester, Hampshire

Sommelier

Personal Aims
My ultimate goal is to gain the Master of Wine qualification, but before that in the shorter term I would like to obtain the Master Sommelier qualification and then start to study for the MW exams.

As I love travelling to vineyards I am keen to extend my travels to some more classic areas that I have not as yet visited, but also up and coming areas and places to watch, such as Eastern Europe, India and China.

I greatly enjoy training and in my role as Head Sommelier here at TerraVina, I will take full advantage of Gerard’s ability to motivate, enthuse and teach. I love competing and am keen to continue taking part in the many varied Sommelier competitions on offer and contributing to raising the profile of sommeliers still further.

On a more leisurely note, I would love to be brave enough to parachute out of an aeroplane( whilst in the air rather than on the runway!) - I think the sense of personal achievement would be fantastic.
