JUN TANAKA, EXECUTIVE CHEF

PEARL RESTAURANT & BAR 

Born in the US to Japanese parents, Jun Tanaka has headed up the kitchen at Pearl since its opening in June 2004.  During this time, the restaurant has gained an excellent reputation for its modern French cuisine, served in the beautiful surroundings of the historic Pearl Assurance building.  
Having started at Le Gavroche at the age of 19, Jun spent the next ten years working with some of London’s best chefs in seven top Michelin star restaurants, where he perfected the art of fine French cuisine.  

Prior to Pearl, Jun worked and trained at Le Gavroche, Chez Nico, The Capital, The Square and Les Saveurs.  He also worked under Marco Pierre White at both The Restaurant Marco Pierre White and The Oak Room.  This refinement and high standard of cooking is now evident throughout the dishes at Pearl, where the menus are changed regularly to incorporate the best seasonal produce and ingredients.   

Jun is a firm believer in using the best ingredients in season and ensuring that all ingredients used are not masked or over complicated, but enhanced to bring out their natural flavours, producing a clean and distinct taste. 

In May 2009, Jun will launch his first recipe book, “Simple to Sensational”.  The book will demonstrate easy, everyday recipes and then show how these recipes can be transformed into spectacular dinner party dishes in just a few simple steps.

Television

UKTV Food’s, Market Kitchen – presenter April to August 2008.  Jun appears regularly on the programme.
BBC1, Saturday Kitchen - Jun appears regularly on the programme.  
BBC2 Something For The Weekend - 6 January 2008 

BBC2 Food Poker - 1, 6, 8, 19, 21, 26, 27, 29, 30 November 2007

Cooking the Books on Channel FIVE - 30 November 2007

Channel 4’s Cooking It.  Jun fronted his own six part series, which was aired on prime time television in October/November 2006. 

ITV1, Saturday Cooks & Daily Cooks - Jun appears regularly on the show.

BBC1Celebrity Masterchef - 20 September 2006.

Demonstrations

Taste of London in Regent’s Park in June 2007, 2008, and 2009.
Bingley Food Festival, 11 April 2009.

Hampton Court Food Festival, 23 May 2009.
Real Food Festival in Earl’s Court on 24-27 April 2008.

Ideal Home Show in Earl’s Court on 14 March-6 April 2008, 29 March 2009.
Villa San Michele in Italy on 25-28 July 2006.

The Restaurant Show on 19 September 2006; 8 October 2007, 8 October 2008.

Craft Guild of Chefs Skillery at ExCeL on 20 February 2006.

Accolades at Pearl

Silver Award for Best London Restaurant – Visit London Awards 2007

Awarded three rosettes in 2008.  Three AA rosettes are awarded to less than 10% of the restaurants featured in the guide.  

Square Meal Guide 2009 – awarded a Square Meal star.

Visit London’s PR & Marketing Award for the Best Campaign 2006.  

Zagat Restaurant Guide 2006 – voted one of London’s “top 10 restaurants for décor”.

Wine Spectator - Award of Excellence 2006.
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