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Julia Hands, the Chairman and Chief Executive of Hand Picked Hotels, said: “There are some really exciting career opportunities in the hotel industry to suit a broad range of  people, from those seeking a career in hotel management to budding chefs, from potential sommeliers to those interested in a career in corporate hospitality and events.
“The hotel industry also offers some exceptional training schemes, either externally or within a hotel group, so the opportunities to progress are excellent and the career paths are well-defined.

“As an employer, people working in our business are our most precious asset. The industry offers staff the chance to develop as an individual and as an employee. 
“Working in the hotel business also provides a passport to travel and work around the world. While running Hand Picked Hotels, I have met many extraordinarily talented and knowledgeable people working in our business and in the industry as a whole.
“We want as many keen young people as possible to consider the hotel industry as their career of choice. There is a great future waiting for them.”
Biography
Julia Hands is the Chairman and Chief Executive of Hand Picked Hotels, a unique collection of 17 country house hotels across the UK and Jersey.  

Julia studied Classics and Law at King’s College Cambridge and graduated with a 2:1 in Law.  She then passed Law Finals at The School of Law, Chancery Lane, London.  She joined Linklaters & Paines as an articled clerk in 1984 and qualified as a solicitor in 1986.  Julia remained with Linklaters until 1996.  

From 1996 to the present she has divided her time between bringing up her family of four children, achieving a Diploma from the Wines & Spirits Education Trust, forming a design and build company and renovating a listed building, involving herself  in the numerous business and charitable interests of her husband and herself and, since 2001, running Hand Picked Hotels.

Julia’s legal skills are invaluable in handling the property side of the hotel business and overseeing the overall growth of the company and brand.  Julia directs an exceptionally strong management team, whose collective depth of experience, alongside hers, influences and shapes the overall direction of the company.

Julia has acquired numerous accolades to her name and hotel collection including:

· AA Hotel Group of the Year 2004 – 2005

· Six hotels have been awarded Red Star status by the AA

· Julia Hands won the Tourism and Leisure business sector in the First Women Awards in 2005 organised by the CBI in conjunction with Real Business magazine

· Hand Picked Hotels won the Business Excellence Award 2004 awarded by the Best Practice Forum

· Hand Picked hotels was recognised by Real Business Magazine as one of the top 50 companies to watch in 2005

· Julia Hands was finalist for the Entrepreneur of the Year Award for The National Business Awards 2006 and 2007
· Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List in 2007 for services to the hospitality industry

visit www.handpickedhotels.co.uk. 
For further press information or images please contact the Hand Picked press office at Four Communications hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 9953. 
About Hand Picked Hotels

The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 19 hotels across the UK, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 14 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Five hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 
