Elena Salvoni.
Maître d’ is short from the French Maître d’hôtel, “master of the hotel” and this can certainly be said for Elena Salvoni who can be described as being the spirit of her trade.  Defining true dining experiences for all of her customers whether it is Sean Connery or someone just popping in for a lavish lunch.  
At 89 years old Elena is one fine lady who knows how to run a restaurant.  She has been a maitre d’ at 3 fabulous restaurants; Bianchi’s, L’Escargot and now L’Toile where the customer “is king to me," she says. "If the customer wants chips instead of mashed potato, or a well-done steak, then I go to the kitchen and make sure the chef understands that."  

Alongside her successful career she has also managed to have a family with her husband Aldo whom she also worked with at Bianchi’s.  Elena has two children, six grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  Most people would struggle doing one or the other but she has succeeded in both and is still going strong in the industry and she is quite simply a credit to us all.

Currently working at Elena’s L’Etoile in London’s Charlotte Street, Elena is in charge of running the lunch service for up to 80 covers.  She is the perfect candidate to run this traditional French bistro being from an era that understands what it is to be continuous and consistent in giving great service.  
“I have had a rich life meeting all kinds of people from all walks of life”
- what an amazing life she has had, who wouldn’t want such a varied and accomplished life?  Elena is a “shining light” within our industry that sets the standards high for those that want to continue to grow and develop into Britain’s best servers.
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