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Dominic’s hereditary passion for food stems from the highly acclaimed Castle Hotel in Taunton which his family have owned and run for over 50 years, and where he started out, working in the kitchens whilst Gary Rhodes was head chef.

Dominic spent some time overseas travelling through Australia and New Zealand, before coming back to the UK and working with Mark Broadbent at The Chiswick and Rowley Leigh at the fashionable Kensington Place. He then worked for two years at Heston Blumenthal’s The Fat Duck, where he gained an abundance of invaluable experience, before returning to Kensington Place as sous chef.  Dom was then invited back to take up the role of Head Chef at Blumenthal’s Hind Head pub/dining room in Bray.

Dom has been with The Royal Oak since January 2007 in order to develop his own style of cooking.  His creativity and culinary skills have escalated the quality of the restaurant’s food to an exceptional level and extended its reputation far beyond the Berkshire border.

Dominic is married to Helena, and has a two and half year old son. 

AWARDS: Bib Gourmand (2008, 2009)/ Good Food Guide ‘Best Pub Chef’ award (2009)/ AA Restaurant of the Year - England (2009)/ Shortlisted for The Publican’s Chef of the Year/ Tatler magazine’s Best Young Chef 2009/ Craft Guild of Chefs Pub Chef of the Year (2009)

PRESS COMMENTS: 
“Everything about the place is spot on, from the warm and cosy décor to the expert and friendly service and nicely balanced wine list…..the undisputed headline act of this show is chef Dominic Chapman.” Mathew Norman, The Guardian

“I really enjoyed it. I shall come back whether I am passing or not.” Zoe Williams, The Sunday Telegraph
“I’ve never had a better meal than this in my life. This is what cooking should be. Superb ingredients, simple, done with stratospheric skill. If I was giving out Michelin stars Dominic Chapman would have 5.681” Michael Winner, The Sunday Times

TV APPEARANCES: Market Kitchen (several appearances); children’s programme for BBC1 (teaching a young person how to cook

